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would have no objections if this work were called, for example, 
"A Modern Dance Choreographed by Erick Hawkins and Danced to 
Wallingford Riegger's Study in Sonorities." The musicians are 
standing up and I hope they do not become strolling musicians 
during the course of Death is the Hunter. Silence and the 
work has begun and the Stage Shadow has clapped two bricks 
together and dropped them and Death appears looking like a 
Samurai and slowly very slowly and "dramatically" crosses the 
stage from back left to front right and then slowly very slowly 
hides behind a screen and three women and three men appear 

and dance and one person is dead and a second and more dancing 
and a third is dead and before they die they take off their 
masks that they put on when they came on stage and they die 

at their own gravestones and there goes the fourth and the 
fifth and the one that is left takes off her mask and looks 

at death in the face and then she dies. Meditation on Orpheus 
was given its world premiére on July 19, 1974 in Washington, 
D.C. in the Kennedy Center and the music for this work is 

Alan Hovhaness' Meditation on Orpheus (1958), and here the 
choreographer has given the same name to his dance that the 
composer gave to his music and this work tonight should be 
called, for example, "Meditation on Orpheus by Erick Hawkins 
danced to Meditation on Orpheus by Alan Hovhaness." This is 
the first time I have ever seen the curtain in Carnegie Hall 
closed and now it is open and a full orchestra is on stage 

and silence and silence and an ostensibly nude male enters 
with "designs" and makes noise with them and he leads five 
women in brown and purple and green and pink and blue dresses 
on stage and the women dance and the man holds up "designs" 
with Japanese designs on them and the "designs" are the 
scenery and Orpheus is carrying a lyre and he dances with 

what appears to be his conscience attached to him and the music 
is glorious and the choreography seems rather routine and the 
women are lying on the stage and the nude man drags a black 


"design" around the stage and over them and the dance is over. 





